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differences between them went on widening a
Samuel's death his followers were put to the
David,, a young rival of Saul3 at once secured the support
of the infuriated priests and with their help he cap-
tured the Israelite throne. David ruled at his fastness
of Jerusalem.
But before we come to the reign of David, the
story of Saul's revolt must be told. The Philistines
had forbidden the working in metals so that arms
might not be available to the Israelites but Saul and
Jonathan his son managed to get them for their men.
Saul's first expedition was led against the Ammonite
prince Nahash, and after defeating the latter and secur-
ing his people's allegiance, he now crossed the Jordan
and fell upon the garrison at Geba. The garrison was
confused and the Philistines were badly beaten at
the great battle of Michmash. Saul next moved
against the Amalekites, defeated and took their
king prisoner whom Samuel sacrificed with his own
hands.
The Philistines in the meanwhile were not sitting
idle and were attacking the Israelites and were being
attacked by them. Continuous warfare became the
order of the day during the entire length of the reign
of Saul. During this war David, the son of Jesse
of Bethlehem in Judah, distinguished himself to an
exceptional degree. He became so popular with the
army and the people that Saul gave him his own daugh-
ter.
Saul, however, soon found out that David was
intriguing with Samuel against him and he became
so furious that his son-in-law had to flee the kingdom.
David then started making war on the Philistines on
his own account. Saul in the meanwhile continued
to harass him through his pursuits and David was
Compelled to come to peace with the Philistines
and to accept a fief under their king of Gath. This